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literary and historical studies, quantitative reasoning, global issues that impact 
the common good, scientific reasoning, and second-language acquisition), and 
Participatory Learning and Competencies, which includes an experiential learning 
requirement for all students. “The liberal studies requirements are difficult, but al-
low students to have a broadened understanding of fields they would not necessarily 
explore on their own,” says one freshman. Nearly 10 percent of Saint Michael’s stu-
dents take part in undergraduate research, and many receive stipends for full-time 
work as research partners with faculty. Study abroad options include international 
study trips to such far-flung locales as Ghana, Guyana, Tanzania, France, Italy, Brazil 
and Costa Rica; 39 percent of undergraduates participate.

Back on campus, students praise professors for their knowledge and willingness 
to make themselves accessible. “Professors are experts in what they teach and they 
pass their expertise onto their students,” says a junior. Sixty percent of classes taken 
by freshmen have 19 or fewer students and “freshmen are taught by full professors,” 
according to a sophomore. 

Most students who attend Saint Michael’s are “down to earth, compassionate, 
and looking to make a change,” according to a psychology major. Sixty-one percent 
are Roman Catholic but “everyone is respectful of one another,” says one student. 
African Americans account for 1 percent of the student body, Hispanics 3 percent 
and Asian Americans 1 percent. Seventy-nine 
percent come from outside Vermont and 30 per-
cent ranked in the top tenth of their high school 
class. Campus politics lean left, students say, although conservatives are well repre-
sented too. “Students are engaged and active on campus and in our greater commu-
nity,” a junior says, and hot-button issues include sustainability, social justice, and 
homosexuality. The college offers merit awards averaging $21,335 to qualified stu-
dents, and student-athletes vie for 20 basketball scholarships. The school also doles 
out Pell Grants to 19 percent of freshmen.

Students are required to spend all four years on campus in the “aging but liv-
able” residence halls. “The dorms are comfortable and well maintained,” says a 
sophomore. “They act as a great ‘home away from home’ for students.” There are a 
number of housing options, including substance-free, international, and honors 
halls. Residence halls include traditional dorms with double and single rooms; town-
houses with single bedrooms, kitchens, dining areas, and living rooms; and suites 
with single bedrooms and shared living spaces. Campus dining options include an 
unlimited meal plan at the Green Mountain Dining Room, which serves a variety of 
fare, including entrees, pizza, salads, soups, and vegetarian/vegan dishes. “In addi-
tion to offering tasty dishes,” says one student, “the dining hall is healthy.” Students 
report feeling safe on campus and laud the student-run Fire & Rescue Squad, which 
provides professional emergency services to the campus and a large segment of the 
surrounding county.

Despite the lack of a Greek scene, “the social life is outstanding,” raves one stu-
dent. “Some nights there are big parties, some nights students are just hanging out 
together. There are tons of clubs or sports or activities to be involved in, and if you 
don’t see something you like, create it,” urges another student. The Residential 
Initiative Program delivers a slew of weekend programs designed to engage students 
and provide an alternative to the typical 
party scene. Campuswide activities include 
comedians, coffeehouse music and poetry performances, and talent shows. Every 
Friday night, the college hosts the Weekend Grilling Program, which provides free 
food (hamburgers, hot dogs, or pizza) between 11 p.m. and 1 a.m. Apart from senior 
housing, the campus is dry and students report that underage drinking is dealt with 
swiftly; those who want to imbibe travel off campus to take part in Burlington’s bar 
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