Please take your time to read through this application and respond to the questions and reflections.  This application is an important part of the selection process.  We will also be contacting you for individual interviews with the Extended Service Committee.  Please note that for students interested in International Service trips, there is an attached supplement. Thank you for your interest in this program and we look forward to meeting you soon.

Applications are due in the MOVE office, Alliot 124 by:  Noon on Wednesday October 14, 2009
PERSONAL PROFILE: (Please Print or Type)
NAME: ________________________________       DATE OF BIRTH:__________
​​
CAMPUS ADDRESS: _____________________       CAMPUS BOX#:__________
CELL PHONE # _________________________       YEAR OF GRADUATION:________

​​​​​​​MAJOR:________________________________      AGE: _______
​________________________________________________

WHICH LANGUAGE DO YOU SPEAK BESIDES ENGLISH?



EXPERIENCE/SERVICE:
Please list two references from the Saint Michael’s Community; we prefer if you only use other students if they are in a leadership role relevant to your SMC experience.

  NAME AND TITLE




                 PHONE NUMBER
​​​​​​​
______________________________               ​​​​​​​​​​                          ________________________
______________________________                                         ________________________
PLEASE LIST THE ON-CAMPUS ACTIVITIES AND ORGANIZATIONS YOU ARE PRESENTLY INVOLVED WITH:

​​​​​​__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________
WHAT IS ONE EXPERIENCE THAT HAS INFLUENCED YOUR DECISION TO APPLY FOR THIS EXTENDED SERVICE OPPORTUNITY?  
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________
_______________________________________________________________________
PERSONAL QUALITIES:
PLEASE CIRCLE WHAT YOU CONSIDER TO BE YOUR FIVE STRONGEST QUALITIES YOU WILL BRING TO A SERVICE TRIP EXPERIENCE: 
Ability to follow directions



Initiative and tenacity

Ability to resolve practical problems


Leadership skills

Acceptance by peers




Consideration for others

Ease with peers




Openness to new ideas

Emotional maturity




Reaction to adversity

Energy and enthusiasm



Reliability

Flexible to changes




Respect for rules and authority

Honesty





Self care

Self-confidence




Motivation

Sense of humor




Tolerance

Warmth of personality




Compassion
WHAT DO YOU THINK WILL BE THE BIGGEST CHALLENGE FOR YOU ON A SERVICE TRIP?
_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________________________
HAVE YOU PREVIOUSLY PARTICIPATED IN THE EXTENDED SERVICE PROGRAM AT SMC?

NO
YES 
Please indicate trip(s) and year(s): _________________________________
(Note: Previous participation in the ESC program does not guarantee placement in the program for this year.  Therefore, please complete this application with the same enthusiasm and creativity as in past years!)

REFLECTION:
What are some ways that you reflect in your own life?
Why did you pick a service trip as an opportunity for volunteering?

What unique contributions in terms of experiences, prospective, talents or skills would you bring to an Extended Service trip?
When have you ever been in the minority or felt out of your comfort zone? Please describe this experience and how it has affected you.
What are your hopes from taking part in Extended Service?  What are you hoping to learn?
“The best way to find yourself is to lose yourself in the service of others.” –Mahatma Gandhi

Please provide a thoughtful response to this quote. In other words, what does this quote mean to you?
SERVICE TRIP ISSUES:

Please select the issues that you are looking for in a service trip.  Check ALL that apply.

Transportation

____ Driving Trip ($160 per person)

____ Flying Trip ($285 per person)

____ Flexible with Driving or Flying

Availability
____ Christmas Break

____ February Break (President’s Day)

____ Spring Break 

   

____ May break

____ I am flexible & available for any trip

Site Location

____ Urban area

____ Rural Area

____ Urban or Rural Area

Spiritual/Religion

____ Sites with religious affiliation are fine with me 

____ I do not prefer religious sites.

Work Site Preferences

____ Working with children in classroom setting

____ Working with children in recreation setting

____ Working on HIV/AIDS issues

____ Cooking/serving meals

____ Working in shelters for people that are homeless

____ Serving in soup kitchens

____ Habitat for Humanity

____ Tutoring ESL

____ Tutoring teenagers

____ Tutoring adults

____ Assisting in G.E.D. programs

____ Home repair projects

____ Sorting clothes in a clothing room

____ Counseling/Mentoring at-risk teens

____ Tutoring children

____ Painting projects

____ Environmental issues

____ Landscaping projects

____ Office work; assisting with mailings for non-profit organizations

____ Working for the elderly
SITE SELECTION:

Please choose at least four (4) sites that interest you by placing a check mark on the line next to the description.  Please select a minimum of four sites but feel free to select more than four.

___ I AM FLEXIBLE AND HAVE NO PREFERENCE 

Comments: (i.e., are you flexible for all trips or just the spring sites?)


WINTER SITES (JANUARY 2- 9)
___ BEST FRIENDS ANIMAL SOCIETY, KANAB, UTAH


Best Friends Animal Sanctuary, located in Kanab, Utah is home to about 1,500 dogs, cats, horses, rabbits, pigs, goats, birds and other animals.  Best Friends is the nation’s largest no-kill sanctuary for homeless animals, and it provides adoption, spay/neuter, and educational programs across the country.  Best Friends relies on volunteers from across the country to help care for the animals and help prepare them for new homes.  Volunteers will help with a variety of tasks throughout the week (walking dogs, socializing with cats, rabbits, pigs, birds and horses, cleaning projects, etc.)

* This site is open to eight volunteers.
* The cost is $285.00.
___ BIG THICKET PRESERVE, TEXAS

Big Thicket National Preserve was established to protect the remnant swamps, eastern forests, central plains, and southwest deserts of Texas.  Throughout the week, volunteers will assist with trail maintenance in the preserve including: clearing brush and small stumps to make the trails more accessible, clearing away species that are endangering the native plant species, and controlled burning to promote the growth of native species.

*This site is open to ten volunteers.

*The cost is $285.00.

___ HABITAT FOR HUMANITY, EAST ST. TAMMANY, SLIDELL, LOUISIANA

Volunteers will participate in Habitat for Humanity’s Collegiate Challenge in a suburb 30 minutes north of New Orleans which is struggling to recover from the devastating effects of Hurricane Katrina. Since the devastating storm, St. Tammany has seen a significant rent increase and a large influx of people seeking to escape the city.  Volunteers will have the opportunity to build a better St. Tammany with other college volunteers from across the country.  

* This site is open to ten volunteers.

* The cost $285.00
___ CATHOLIC CENTRAL SCHOOL, BUFFALO, NEW YORK

Volunteers will work in the middle school program at Catholic Central School which is modeled after the Jesuit-based Nativity Network.  Catholic Central exists for students who can not afford a private education, and the school offers an extended day, week and year to keep young people focused on education and off the streets.  Volunteers will work with the St. Monica Scholars Program for Young Women and the St. Augustine Program for Young Men, and will have an opportunity to work with a diverse group of students (largely African-American and African refugees, immigrants and new Americans) during the school day and in the after school program.  This site is recommended for Secondary Education majors.

*This site is open to ten volunteers.

*The cost is $285.00
___ CATHOLIC CHARITIES URBAN PLUNGE, BALTIMORE, MARYLAND


Volunteers will work at various locations in Baltimore staffing soup kitchens for people that are homeless, shelters for children, and assisting social service agencies for the aged.  In addition, we will learn about the everyday experience of the homeless by working in their environment. Volunteers will stay at the Catholic Charities Volunteer Corps organization in Baltimore. There they will prepare meals and share in reflection as a community.

* This site is open to eight volunteers.

* The cost is $285.00.

FEBRUARY BREAK SITE (FEBRUARY 12- FEBRUARY 16)

___ BOSTON, MASSACHUSETTS


Volunteers will have an opportunity to work at a variety of sites in the Greater Boston area, including local soup kitchens and shelters, a nursing home, and an AIDS service organization.  Volunteers will live in community at Haley House in downtown Boston.
* This site is open to eight volunteers.

* The cost of this trip is $100.00.

SPRING SITES (MARCH 13 – MARCH 20)

___ CHRISTIAN APPALACHIAN PROJECT (CAP), KENTUCKY


Participants will have a unique opportunity to serve the needs of the rural poor in the coal mining areas of Kentucky.  The week will be spent on home repair and painting projects, but experience is not necessary.  Volunteers will live in a community of full-time Appalachian volunteers and shared meals, prayer and reflection are built into the daily schedule. 

* This site is open to ten volunteers.

* The cost is $285.00.

___ HARTFORD, CONNECTICUT

Volunteers will spend a majority of their time with one of three shelters and soup kitchens: St. Elizabeth's House, Immaculate Conception Emergency Shelter, and House of Bread.  They will also work with members of the Latino community at San Juan Tutorial Program.  The volunteers will stay at the Holy Family Retreat House in West Hartford, Connecticut.

* This site is open to eight volunteers.

* The cost is $160.00.

___ HOPE HOUSE, PORT JEFFERSON, LONG ISLAND

This is both a community residence for youth between the ages of 16-21 and a Human Services Center.  Hope House is a place where youth having difficulties with drug or alcohol abuse, emotional problems, or socializing problems can come for help and support.  The community residence accommodates 20 teenage boys.  During their stay, residents are offered a family atmosphere and counseling services.  The Human Services Center at Hope House provides a number of social services in the Suffolk County area and volunteers will assist in these social programs.  Volunteers will also assist at a shelter for people that are homeless.  This is recommended for students who major in Psychology, Sociology or Education but is open to everyone.

* This site is open to six volunteers (preferably men).



* The cost is $160.00
___ IMMOKALEE FRIENDSHIP HOUSE, IMMOKALEE, FLORIDA


Volunteers at the Immokalee Friendship House will work with homeless men, women, children and migrant farm workers.  We will help the Friendship House staff by serving breakfast and dinner meals.  During the day, volunteers will split up into two groups and will work for either the local Habitat for Humanity, or a local school operated by the Redlands Christian Migrant Association.  In the afternoon, the whole group will help out at an after school program, and assist with local organizations working with immigrant farm workers. 

* This site is open to ten volunteers.

* The cost is $285.00.

___ COVENANT HOUSE, NEW YORK CITY, NEW YORK


Volunteers will work and stay in one of the residences owned by Covenant House, which has a primary focus of housing individuals between the ages of 16 and 21.  Volunteers will serve on one of the residential floors of the Covenant House, and will interact directly with the youth, and must therefore be 21 or older to participate in this service trip. Volunteers will also work with “In God’s Love, We Deliver,” a food service for people with AIDS, and with the Sisters of Mercy at Mercy Center which provides an after-school program for children in the Bronx.

* This site is open to eight volunteers who are 21 and over.

* The cost is $160.00.
INTERNATIONAL SITES
Candidates applying for an international service trip must have previous extended service experience at Saint Michael’s College.

*International trips require significant preparation and commitment including fundraising, reflection, and weekly preparation at meetings which will begin months prior to the trip.  The exact dates and cost of the trips are yet to be determined.*

___ KOLKATA, INDIA   MAY 2010, 3 WEEKS


We work with the poorest of the poor in Kolkata, India where millions are homeless, living in train stations or on the streets, and many more are living below the poverty line.  Much of our time during the three weeks is spent volunteering for daily shifts at Mother Teresa’s homes, which include orphanages for malnourished children and severely handicapped children, and homes for the destitute and dying of Kolkata.  We also fundraise and volunteer with the Sabera Foundation and New Hope, New Life, two incredible NGO’s providing homes, education, and sustainability for children rescued from the red-light district in Kolkata, a place where most young girls turn to prostitution merely to survive.


*This site is open to six to eight volunteers.

 
* Contact Erin Collins at ecollins2@smcvt.edu if you have any questions. 

___ DOMINICAN REPUBLIC  MAY 2010, 10  days 

Volunteers participate in the work of the Religious Hospitallers of Saint Joseph, a group of religious sisters who minister to children, as well as those who are elderly, sick and impoverished in San Jose de Ocoa, Dominican Republic.  Volunteers will also travel to a mountain village outside of Ocoa to live in community and work alongside the grassroots organization Asociacion para el Desarollo de San Jose de Ocoa (Association for the Development of San Jose de Ocoa).  ADESJO promotes economic, social and cultural development among the people of Ocoa and the surrounding areas.
*This site is open to six to eight volunteers.

*Contact Erin Collins at ecollins2@smcvt.edu if you have any questions.
   ~ Supplement International Application~
Candidates applying for an international service trip: Please complete the domestic application and this supplement below
Which International Service trip do you wish to participate in: ________________________

Have you ever traveled internationally before?  If yes, please list.

______________________________________________________________________________

Do you have any experience with fund-raising?  If yes, in what capacity?  How much were you asked to raise? Please explain.

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________

Please consider the following essay questions and take your time to reflect on them.  Responses should be between 3-6 pages in length; please attach your pages to the back of this sheet.  

1. Why are you considering taking this trip?  What is it about this kind of experience that really interests you?

2. What do you perceive are the “risks” of taking such a trip (physical, emotional, etc.)?  What do you think distinguishes you for the special challenges posed by this kind of experience?

3. One of the largest components of international service through MOVE is working with a group.  Over the remainder of the school year you will fund-raise, reflect, meet on a weekly basis and travel with a group -- what strengths and weaknesses do you bring to a group experience like this?  

4. What do your parents think of your potential involvement with this sort of trip?  What has been the nature of your conversations with them about it?

5. From reading and/or hearing about the trip, what are you most excited about?  What is your biggest fear?

6. Is there anything else we should know about you?

A member of the International Service Committee will contact you to set up an interview in the next couple weeks.  Thank you for your interest in MOVE International.  

