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· You must live in the United States for at least five years.

· Two and a half years must be continuous & all absences must be documented.

· You must be at least 18 years old.

· You must understand English, the United States government, and the Country’s history.

· You must have “good moral character.”
· You must be willing to take an oath to the United States.
Testing Cost:

· Current Test is $330 & $70 fingerprinting fee.

· As of Summer 2007: Testing fee will include fingerprinting & raise to $675.
· The testing fee covers two tests. If you fail your first naturalization tests you may take a second within three months. If you fail the second test, you must begin the process again with a new fee. 

The Naturalization Process

When a refugee arrives in the United States they are given an I-94 paper that entitles him/her to a social security card and the ability to work. After one year, the refugee can apply for a “green card” – permanent residency.  This residency will be backdated to one-year prior. Applicants can be denied residency and may be “flagged” by Immigration if they have had any legal or domestic problems since they arrived in the U.S. 

Although refugees only have to wait one year to apply for this status, others – including immigrants or those seeking asylum – may have to wait many years. 

After holding permanent residency for at least five years with “good moral character” the person is eligible to apply for citizenship. 

How to Apply

A permanent resident begins an application by submitting photo identifications, documentation, and a fee a N-400 application to a local USCIS office. 

The N-400 is ten pages long – lying on this application is a crime.

Applicants have an appointment for an oral interview in which the interviewer has almost sole discretion.

Before taking the citizenship test, the applicant will be asked to answer the written questions that were on the N-400 verbally. If there is any discretion between the answers the interviewer can end the interview by failing the applicant before he/she takes the citizenship test. 

The oral interview consists of ten questions (out of about 100 possible choices) that have to be answered verbally. The interviewer then dictates one or two sentences that are to be written – spelling counts!

How is the Test Changing?

The current citizenship test asks relatively simple – one word/phrase answers.  For example:

- What do we call changes to the constitution? 

- Who becomes President if the President dies? 

- What is the minimum voting age in the United States?

- What is the White House?

The new citizenship test will require a much more in-depth understanding of English, the government, and American history.  Pilot questions include:

- What does “We the People” mean in the Constitution? 
- What does it mean that the U.S. Constitution is a constitution of limited power?

- Name one of the major American Indian tribes in the United States 

- Name one U.S. territory

What does this mean for me – an Educator? 

Those wishing to be naturalized have at least five years to prepare for their citizenship test.  This means five years to become fluent, literate, and knowledgeable of United States. Here are some benefits of being a U.S. citizen:

· You can vote in the federal & state elections

· You can travel with a U.S. passport

· You may sponsor your family to come to the U.S.

· You can continue your education with access to federal grants & scholarships

· You will be able to receive full social security benefits

Educators understanding of the naturalization process is only the first step – Now we need to help those who wish to become citizens!!

Information:

The current study guide and pilot test information is available at the U.S.  Citizenship and Immigration Services Website: http://www.uscis.gov/portal/site/uscis
Questions about the citizenship process or where to direct students/parents who want to take ELL classes? You can contact the VRRP Ameri-Corps Office at: AmeriCorps@uscrivt.org
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How much do you know about becoming a citizen of the United States? 	The laws are changing. 	Educate yourself!
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