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Unit Overview

Title: People in Our School Community

Focus: Early Intermediate Literacy (ELL Literacy Proficiency Levels 2-3)

Context:


Instructional setting: Ell pull-out group – mix of 4th and 5th grade students that are seen daily for two hours


Student Backgrounds: There are seven students: three Somali-Bantu, two Sudanese, one Bosnian, one Mexican and one Tibetan, their proficiency levels range from (2-4 in speaking and listening) and from (1-3 in reading and writing). All of the students except the three Somali –Bantu have come to this school within the last year and a half. The three Somali Bantu are new this year from another American school and have made steady progress, but have not caught up to the others in reading and writing. As a group they continue to make great steady progress, but are still far behind the fourth grade native English speakers and struggle with all aspects of the mainstream curriculum as well as feeling welcome in yet another new school.

Student Needs:

· to become familiar with the people and school programs outside of their ESL classroom

· to develop a comfort level and sense of belonging in their school community

· to bring their families into their school community in a variety of ways

· to continue to develop vocabulary (both general and content specific)

· to work together in a variety of student groupings 

· to practice using language skills for problem solving

· to practice reading and writing at their instructional and independent level more

· to be able to draw conclusions and summarize information from something read

· to continue the development of phonological skills and understanding of how words are constructed and how the constructions have meaning

· to get their words down on paper into written expression

·  to apply newly learned information to a variety of situations

· to use their oral language skills as a taking off point for reading and writing

· to develop reading and writing strategies as tools for personal use

General Unit Objectives

Literacy Objectives:

· to work and play with language

· to use language that is real and for a purpose

· to develop both general and specific content related vocabulary

· to tap into students’ prior knowledge of L1 and make connections to L2

· for each student to maintain a resource notebook to record new spelling rules, syllable types, phonological examples etc.

· to connect students’ strength in their oral language to written language through discussion, reading, summarizing and practicing a variety of writing

· to be exposed to similarities and differences in poetic forms

· to have a concrete product that students develop related to our topic (school community)

· to practice making predictions and monitoring those predictions while reading

· to continue the development of active reading

· to practice text sequencing and retelling

Language Objectives:

· to expand vocabulary through the use of realia, reading, writing and exploring new places

· to see how words fit into categories and can connected in meaning through graphic organizers

· to solidify basic sentence structure

· to continue the development of oral language skills through small group problem solving work

· to use language to summarize information and then present it in written form

· to monitor individual needs as they show up (plurals, word endings, spelling,  agreement, pronouns, homophones) and create mini-lessons around them

· to increase awareness of different registers of oral language (how you talk to your teacher vs. how you talk to a friend on the playground)

Content Objectives:

· Student pairs will develop questions and interview at least one person in their school, and will write up a summary based on what they learned.

· Each student will put together a book about all the different people and jobs in their school, based on the readings and research interviews.

· Students will create an event and invite family members and interviewees to the event for all to meet.

· Students will present their videos and books at the event.

· Students will take home newly created “People in Our School” books and share them with their families.

WIDA: Grade level clusters 3-5 Language Arts

Listening

· Select literal meanings from oral descriptions (such as from oral reading of realistic fiction) and match to illustrations.

· Identify the main idea(s) or make predictions from oral discourse (such as from oral reading of realistic or science fiction) and select from illustrations.

· Respond to or interact with teachers and/or peers during guided reading to show use of reading strategies.

Speaking

· describe explicit story elements of various genres supported by illustrations (such as non-fiction works, fairy tales, myths, fables, or legends)

· summarize issues or conflicts in various genres, supported by illustrations  (such as non-fiction works, fairy tales, myths, fables, or legends)

· compare self with characters in literary works

· discuss relationships among ideas and offer opinions on issues in various genres (such as non-fiction works, fairy tales, myths, fables, or legends)

Reading

· identify language associated with stating facts found in fiction or non-fiction text supported by pictures or graphics (e.g. “I know that…,” “it is true that…”)

· follow language patterns from predictable illustrated trade books (such as repetitive phrases)

· identify language patterns from different forms of prose or poetry.

Writing

· relate personal information or experiences using limited descriptive language

· compare/contrast personal information of experiences with those of others using descriptive language

· edit and revise own writing based on class or peer reviews

GLE’s

R5:3
Applies word identification/decoding strategies

R5:4
Applies context and self-correction strategies

R5:7
Uses comprehension strategies flexibly and as needed while reading literary and informational text

R5:8
Demonstrates ability to monitor comprehension and adjust reading rate and strategy use for different types of text and purposes during reading

R4:9
Reads grade-level appropriate material with:

· accuracy

· fluency

R4:10
Demonstrates initial understanding of key elements of literary text

· paraphrasing or summarizing key ideas/plot, with major events sequenced

· identifying the characteristics of a variety of types of text

R4:11
Demonstrates initial understanding of author’s craft used in literary text

· identify literary devices as appropriate to genre

R4:13
Analyze and interpret elements of literary texts

· making logical predictions

· describing main characters

· making inferences

· identifying author’s message

R4:14
Analyze and interpret author’s craft

R4:15
Generate a personal response to what is read through a variety of means

· compare stories to other texts, to related personal experience, prior knowledge

W4:2
In independent writing, students demonstrate command of appropriate English conventions

· Identify grammatical errors

· Apply basic capitalization rules

· Use commas correctly

· Use end punctuation correctly

W4:3
In independent writing, students demonstrate command of conventional English spelling

· Applying spelling knowledge in proofreading and editing of writing

· Correctly spelling grade-appropriate, high frequency words, and recognizing syllables and affix patterns

· Using within-word patterns and common syllable patterns to correct spelling

W4:4
Students demonstrate command of the structures of the English language

· Writing a variety of simple, complete, and compound sentences

· Using the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, supporting details

W4:5
Connecting what has been read to prior knowledge

W4:8
In reports, students organize information

· Grouping ideas logically

W4:10
In reports, students demonstrate use of a range of elaboration strategies

· Including facts and details relevant to focus

· Including sufficient details or facts for appropriate depth of information

W4:16
In persuasive writing, students present and coherently support judgments

W4:17
In reflective writing, students make connections between personal experiences and ideas

W4:18
In writing poetry, demonstrate awareness of purpose by

· Establishing a clear topic or focus

· Writing poems that express feeling

W4:19
In writing poetry, use language effectively

· Using sensory details and multi-sensory images

· Using simple poetic forms

Lesson Plan #1

People in our School Community

Building Background Knowledge

Lesson Objectives: 

· Connecting our school community to students’ previous school community

· Explore the idea of community (what is community)

· What is the makeup of our school community: who are the people, what do they do

· Explore and use vocabulary related to school community

· Explore school community vocabulary in students’ L1

· Set the tone for the unit theme

· Informally assess students’ background knowledge and language skills through discussion, reading and writing.

Materials: Books to be determined 

Learning Activities:

1) Pre-Reading Activity:

a) Group discussion about community, and in particular school community.  Together we create a large web chart with all of their ideas, the center hub being the school community.

b) Ask students to volunteer a matching word from their L1 that we add to the web chart in a different color. Example: “School = La escuela”.  What was their other school like, similarities, differences?

c) Break into small groups

i) Brainstorm a list of roles, jobs, and people that work in the school: who are they, what do they do, where can you find them? Ask groups to have a note-taker and a reporter

ii) Groups report back to the larger group

iii) We make a large group list including all people, roles and jobs in the school community.

2) During Reading:

a) Shared reading

b) Each student has their own copy and five small neon labels.  They are instructed to label any word or phrase that they don’t understand as we read

c) We do a cover jacket, title, picture, title scan and quick walk-through of the book, making predictions.  All through the book we are checking on our predictions and making new ones.

d) Each time we stop to monitor predictions we explore vocabulary and comprehension questions adding new vocabulary words and strategies into students’ personal resource notebooks.

3) Post-Reading Activity:

a) Students break into small groups and exchange roles of note-taker and reporter and do a brief re-tell of the story including beginning, middle, and end main characters.

b) Students will write a few sentences about the school community in this story and how it is similar to or different than ours. 
c) Come back into the large group and ask for volunteers to share their re-tell of the book.

d) Set up a Venn diagram and map out similarities and differences between the two communities discussed in 3.b.

e) Go back to our grand list of all the people who work in our school and as a group pick five to research.

Assessment/Evaluation:

· Students are informally assessed in their ability to make and monitor predictions

· From students’ previous small lists create mini-lessons from spelling errors

· Students are informally assessed on their re-tells (teacher will be going around and asking questions during re-tells and keeping track of responses)

· Teacher reviews personal resource notebooks for correctness and good examples.

Good anecdotal information on which to base future lessons

Lesson Plan #2

People in our School Community

Preparing for Site Visits and Interviews

Lesson Objectives: 

· Students will continue to build vocabulary through semantic mapping, identifying realia, discussion, and writing

· Students will gain skill in developing and asking questions for interviews of school personnel

· Students will improve listening and speaking skills

· Students will work cooperatively in small groups taking a variety of roles

· Students will work on preparing the oral communication skills needed for interviews with school personnel.

· Students will transcribe oral language into written questions for the interview

· Students will follow directions carefully and learn to use recording equipment

· Students will learn how to give each other constructive feedback and hot to respectfully approach and communicate with school personnel

· Students will learn about school personnel outside of their ESL classroom

· Students will develop confidence in their oral communication skills

Materials: 

· Tape recorder and tape

· Pen and paper

· Tons of Realia from all different areas of the school (kitchen ware, office supplies, band-aids, etc)

· Flip chart

· Video camera, tapes, monitor

Learning Activities

1) Continued vocabulary development:

a) In large group students name school-based realia as teacher pulls it out of a box

b) Students create semantic maps as a large group by naming an object as teacher holds it up.  Students designate category for the object. (ex. office, dental clinic, art room, library)* 
c) Students go to resource notebooks listing all of the related items in a category

d) Spelling list is available to get correct spellings

* If students are struggling with naming objects we would do a clapping exercise using a sentence stem and syllable clapping.  Ex. This-is-a-mix-ing-bowl

2) Modeling interview (listening and following directions):

a) Teacher models how to develop interview questions with brainstorming from the whole class

b) Teacher models how to transcribe questions with class participation using their ideas

c) Teacher models role play with one student and interview is audio-taped, teacher demonstrates equipment

d) Class listens to the tape and makes constructive comments on how to improve

e) Teacher and student role-play again, this time video-taping the interview using comments from the class to make improvements

f) Review video together and take comments from the class for improvements

3) Prepare Interview (clear, meaningful communication)

a) Students break into small groups and decide which part of the school community they want to research

b) Each group has a different school staff person to interview

c) Groups develop their interview questions

d) Students write the questions down and practice asking.  Tape record and review tape.  Video role-play and make helpful comments to each other (what was good, what could be stronger).

e) Students could develop a check-list

Assessment/Evaluation

· Semantic maps and their individual resource notebooks will be reviewed for any confusion about meaning or spelling errors (mini-lessons to be developed)

· Lists of written interview questions will be reviewed for punctuation, grammar, spelling, and clarity

· The ability to cooperate in a small group and to give and receive feedback positively

· Improvement from audio tape to video tape

 Lesson Plan #3

People in our School Community

Five Site Visits

This will happen over many weeks, but the lesson 3 template will be used for each site visit.

Lesson Objectives: 

· Students will learn about and establish relationships with school personnel outside of their classroom and take pride in their new knowledge

· Students will see the school work force in action

· Students will become familiar with the physical layout of the school

· Students will use both written and oral language to communicate respectfully through conducting their interviews

· Students will be responsible in a variety of roles (note-taker, interviewer, videographer, quiet observer)

· Students will listen and record what they hear by taking notes during the interview

· Students will use something they learned during their site visit to inspire a variety of poetic forms

· Students will have a hands-on opportunity to reinforce vocabulary learning and participate in an activity planned for the particular site (library treasure hunt, main office running the copier, kitchen assist with baking cookies, etc).

Materials:

· Video camera and tape

· Digital camera

· Pens, notepads

· Poetry book

Learning Activities:

1) Site Visits:

a) Each week we visit a different site and a small group will conduct the initial interview that was prepared for that site

b) After the initial interview there is a large group Q&A for the whole class

c) After the interview all students are involved in an activity specific to the site that employs active communication skills (in the library for example, students might have to find a book by the author’s name, help the librarian alphabetize cards, or shelve a box of books into subject categories)

d) Hands-on activity is followed by a poetry writing (haiku, ode, acrostic, or other short poem form) 
e) We thank the site host and return to classroom where we watch the video of the interview and comment on our communication

f) We end with group discussion on how to build on our strengths for the next time, using a sentence stem like I            when I            , next time I want to              .

g) Each person reads one “I statement” about themselves.

Assessment/Evaluation

· Completion of the interviews

· Video footage, along with written “I statements” of personal improvement

· Photographs of individual interview teams with site presenter, whole group, and many random shots during activity

Lesson Plan #4

People in our School Community

Planning, Preparing, and Hosting the Culminating Event

Lesson Objectives: 

· Students use new vocabulary and language skills to create individual books

· Families feel more comfortable coming into the school

· School personnel have a better understanding of students’ families (culture, language issues, etc.)

· Students increase reading fluency due to increased practice reading in preparation for event

· Students grow as responsible community members

Materials:

· Papers, pens, markers, envelopes (for invitations)

· Party foods and drinks (maybe some families will contribute a cultural dish)

· Monitor for sharing videos

· Room big enough to accommodate families and school staff

· Laminator to finish student books

· Random photos from site visits mounted around the room

Learning Activities:

1) Writing Process

a) Go back to original idea of community, brainstorm what is a community

b) Each student writes a paragraph about what makes a community

c) Small student groups peer conferencing, and work together constructively to give each other feedback

d) Students edit and prepare a final draft to go on the front page of their books

e) Students work independently to create a page for each site that they visited

f) Students incorporate pictures and poetry

g) Go to small groups or partners for peer conferencing and editing of the new pages

2) Putting the book together

a) Final revisions ok’d by teacher

b) Pages are laminated

c) Practice reading to share with class members and practice fluency

3) Plan, prepare, and host celebration of school community

a) Students make and deliver invitations to families and friends to come to the celebration of school community

b) Students personally invite school staff that they interviewed

c) Students continue to practice read their books for increased fluency

d) Students practice introductions

e) Students decorate room with pictures and bring out food

f) Students take responsibility for introducing their families to school staff and for taking family members on tour of the school

g) Teacher introduces the project, students read their books to the group, everyone eats and then watches videos of site visits

h) Families and school staff are asked to fill out questionnaires about their comfort with coming into the classroom and school before, during, and after the culminating event

Assessment/Evaluation

· Informal assessment of each students’ oral reading and presentation

· Students will be assessed on the final version of their book (needs to contain established criteria: complete sentences, correct spelling, new vocabulary, and must be clearly organized and presented with care)

.

