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Unit Description: Students in grade four are required to include a report in their end of the year portfolio.  I have decided to use one of the State benchmark writing pieces to introduce Report Writing and to supply my students with an example piece of writing. Students will write focused reports with appropriate details on “Two Things You Should Know About Me.”

ELL Student Profile: Fourth grade student of Hispanic background.  Family speaks Spanish at home.  Father is illiterate and unemployed.  Mother is about 23 and has four children.  Low economic status.  Maria  “looped” with me for 2nd, 3rd, and 4th grade.

Focusing Question/Concept:  What are two traits about you that you think are important to share?  

Report Writing

WIDA Standards: Cluster 3-5
Reading: 
Level 3-4, developing to expanding

Writing   
Compose personal narrative or autobiographical sketches


    
Edit and revise own writing

Speaking 
Level 3: Developing


    
Compare self with characters in literacy works.



Student will use English to interact in the classroom.

Listening 
Level 4: Expanding

Respond to or interact with teachers or peers during guided reading to show use of reading strategies

GLE’s WRITING TO INFORM: 

W4:8
In reports students organize information by

$ 
grouping ideas in categories

$ 
write introduction

$ 
uses transition words or phrases

$ 
writes a conclusion

$ 
lists sources at end, if appropriate

W4:9  


$ 
Establishs a topic (purpose)

$ 
maintains controlling idea

W4:10
Elaboration

$ 
uses details and facts to support focus

Lesson Plan 1
Name of Activity: Questionnaire

Objective: 


Model student paired activity at Morning Meeting.  


Student uses oral skills to ask questions to partner and record responses.


Students ask clarifying questions.

Student writes short summary.

Procedure:
1.  Prepared Questionnaire is written on large tag.  

2.  Students ask me the questions and then write my answers on the chart.  

3.  Students are given copies of the Questionnaire to use in a paired activity. 

4.  Students ask clarifying questions to add detail.

5.  Students use template for graphic organizer to categorize information.

6.  Students write short summaries about their partner.  

7.  Students present their partner to class and read, “This is what I think you should know about ______.”

 Accommodations: Cloze clarifying questions on ELL’s Questionnaire.

Schema Building:   Class generates a list of things you should know about Mrs. Krauss

Language Support:   Graphic organizer used to create categories of traits and examples taken from the Questionnaire.  List of similes for each trait.

Materials: Chart paper, Questionnaire, 

Assessment: Shared written/oral summaries.

Appendices: Vocabulary

 Nice modeling and background building

Lesson Plan 2
Name of Activity: Brainstorm list of “Things to know about me”

Objective: Activate Schema

Procedure:
1.  Students will brainstorm a list of things they think are important to know about them.  

2.  Students will take a white piece of construction paper and fold it in half each way, creating four boxes.  They will draw about four things that they like to do, or things that are important about them.

3.  Students will write captions for each picture.

4.  Students will share with a partner.

5.  Information will be kept in their folder with Questionnaire from pervious lesson.

Accommodations:   ELL will orally discuss plan with teacher.

Schema Building:   See Above.

Language Support:   Writing two descriptor statements for each caption to elaborate.

Materials:
Construction paper, markers, rubric

Assessment:   Student partner rubric

This is neat graphic organizer for this activity. 

Lesson Plan 3
Name of Activity: Character trait/response to literature connection

Objective: Students will identify a character trait about the main character in the book they’re reading.  They’ll provide examples from the text to support their view.   They’ll described how the character is like them in some way-identifying with the character trait.

Procedure:  

1.   In literature groups, students will “recap” what happened the previous day and set a purpose for reading.   

2.  Groups will choose a few character traits to connect with this character.

3.  After share reading, students will read silently.  They use post-its to mark spots in the text that support the trait they’re thinking about with this character.

4.  In the day’s Journaling, students will write about the character demonstrating one trait to support.  They will write about how they are like the character in relation to the trait.

Accommodations: Sentence strips provided with sentence starters for responses.

Example

In the book, Stuart Little, Stuart is very adventurous.  Stuart shows this when ...........

I am like Stuart because I am adventurous too.  Once I ..........

Schema Building: Recap in literature group.

Language Support: Character trait chart on wall.  Synonyms listed also.

Leveled questions used in small group.


What trait do you think the character shows in the story?


What does he do to show you that?


Are you ever _________?  Can you tell me how you are like that sometimes?

This is a good frame or format for students to follow

Materials: Student journals, trade books.

Assessment: Journal entry.

Follow-up game: Name that Trait (Total Physical Response)

1.  Trait vocabulary cut in strips and put in basket.

2.  Partners pick a trait and plan a skit to show that trait.

3.  Class tries to guess trait from chart.

NEAT activity!!!

Lesson Plan 4
Name of Activity:    Poetry writing 

Objective: Demonstrate knowledge of character trait using examples to write “haiku” poetry

Procedure: 

1.  Modeling activity at Morning Meeting.  Class will use graphic organizer, character trait chart, and Questionnaire on Mrs. Krauss.  One trait will be chosen.  A haiku poem is written together.  First line has my name.  Next two line describe me in relation to the chosen trait.  Last line is character trait: 






       Mrs Krauss

Funny, cheerful

helpful, guiding, entertaining

energetic teacher! 

2.  Students then write haiku about themselves, choosing one character trait.

3.  Share with a partner.

4.  Share with the class, reading their own poem or the poem their partner wrote.

Accommodations:   Nouns, verbs, character trait chart

Schema Building: Group brainstorming-what we know about Mrs. Krauss

Language Support: haiku format chart

Materials: Journals

Great extension activity to teach this poetry and also to have students internalize character/personal traits.

Lesson Plan 5
Name of Lesson: Parent interview.

Objective: Students will use oral language skills to interview their parents about themselves.

Procedure: 

1.  Students will fill in cloze activity, selecting three character traits they identify with.

2.  Students take home cloze activity (writing frame) to interview their parents about how they show those traits.

3.  Students will bring in the interview to put in their report folder to use during next lesson on WRITING TO INFORM.

Materials: Cloze writing frame interview for parents

Wonderful idea for practice and a home connection.

Lesson Plan 6:  
Name of Lesson: Benchmark State writing piece to analyze

Objective: Students will read Benchmark piece and identify two focus character traits and supporting evidence.

Procedure:

1.  Each student is given a copy of State Benchmark piece for Writing to Inform, called “A Way to Get to Know Me”

2.  Teacher has copy for overhead, displays and reads through once with students following along.

3.  Students offer sections to reread.  Focus traits are identified in first introductory paragraph, last statement.

4.  Paragraph on each trait is read and examples are noted.  

5.  Painted essay procedure is used.  Students use colored pencil to put box around introduction.

This is great for modeling  

6.  Students use yellow and blue pencils to underline traits mentioned in last line of introduction.

7.  Students use yellow pencil to box around paragraph explaining first trait, and blue to box around paragraph explaining second trait (showing organization).

8.  Red colored pencil is used to put box around conclusion.  Yellow and blue pencils are used to underline focus traits briefly restated in conclusion.

Materials: Benchmark writing piece/Writing to Inform: A Way to Get to Know Me
Colored pencils, overhead

Sometimes I have had to use a lower grade level benchmark because grade level benchmarks are sometimes too hard for ELLs though I doubt this is the case for you.

Lesson Plan 7:
Name of Activity: Report writing.  (Over a week)

Objective: Students will use their report folders with questionnaires, parent interviews, and picture graphics to generate the two most important traits to know about them to write “A Way to Get to Know Me” essays.

Procedure:

1.  Students will use template of graphic organizer to plan their essay, selecting two traits that they have the best examples to support.

2.  Students will write reports about themselves, focusing on two important traits.

3.  Peer editing will be used for the writing process.

4.  After writing reports, students will be given xerox copy to “paint” for organization check.

5.  Final copies are written and shared.

You have a great job leading students to this outcome. 
Vocabulary
details, examples, report, character traits, support

Common Character Traits: (Scholastic Inc)
adventurous

friendly

quiet

awesome

fun-loving

respectful

artistic


gentle


serious

athletic

generous

successful

active


happy


shy

beautiful

independent

studious

brave


inventive

trustworthy

bold


a leader

thoughtful

cheerful

messy


witty

curious

mischievous

nice

creative

a dreamer

energetic

courageous

considerate

funny

daring

Such adjectives can lead to some vocab study as well.

UNIT OVERVIEW  GRADING

Grading: 20 points  18.5/20
Cover page 5 points 4/5

Student Objectives Needs clearly identified – 1 pt.)  1

Standards Identified and are related to objectives- 1 pt. 1

Learning objectives linked to student needs and standards 1 pt. 1

Context and materials are expressed 1 pt. 1

Assessment summary is given 1 pt. 0

COMMENTS:

Lesson Plans and Assessment 15 Points 14.5/15

Objectives are clearly stated- 3 pts.________3______

Activities clearly address learning objectives-6 pts._______5.5____

Activities are appropriate for context and clearly expressed 3 pts ____3________

Assessments plan is linked to instructional goals: 3 pts ____3____________

COMMENTS:

Pat, I really like the focus and build up of your lessons leading to writing the essay. You give the students a variety of ways to interact with describing characters from you to them to characters in a book. The haiku and parent activity are great elaboration and practice activities. 

Sometimes when I do the painted essay with ELLs I also frame the introduction and conclusion and focus the students on creating the proof paragraphs. The size of the essay can sometimesw be overwhelming so this can help, though it seems that your students can handle the full essay at one time.

CONTENT LITERACY FEEDBACK: 5/5

Pat, your content literacy activity is nice integration of literacy and content teaching. It has a good focus on using KEY vocab (increase, decrease) in context and becoming familiar with the technical language of science.

