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Unit Overview:

Westward Expansion:  Positive or Negative?
Focus:

The following lessons are designed for fifth graders as part of a larger unit on Westward Expansion.  The unit of study has spread across all aspects of the curriculum, including reading, social studies, and writing.  These lessons only pertain to the writing aspect of the unit, and are designed to meet the needs of the ELL learner.  

Context:

Instructional Setting: Fifth grade class with one ELL student.  The ELL teacher provides support within the classroom setting when possible, or in a pull out setting if necessary.  Writing takes place every day for 30 minutes at a time.

Student Background: 

The ELL student is a fifth grader (level 5) who speaks both English and Spanish, but English is his stronger language.  

Student Needs:  (only writing needs are addressed below) 
	Area
	Problems/Needs

	Composing
	Student struggles with putting ideas down on paper.  He is familiar with using webs and other graphic organizers.  When he is required to use a graphic organizer, he produces more ideas. 

	Style
	Student does not have a good base of “mortar” words.  He would benefit from learning transition words, such as although, however, since, etc. 

	Sentence Formation
	Student writes short sentences, so the next step would be to learn how to combine sentences using various conjunctions.

	Usage
	Verb agreement is generally fine.  Student uses some homonyms incorrectly.

	Mechanics
	Student needs to work on more sophisticated conventions.  He always capitalizes the first word in a sentence and always ends his sentence with end punctuation, but he needs to experiment with using commas.  He also needs to learn when to start a new paragraph. 


General Unit Objectives: 

Literacy Objectives:

· Student will participate in the writing process by creating a web, writing a rough draft, revising the draft multiple times, and by writing a final copy.

· Student will demonstrate he can combine short sentences together using a conjunction.

· Student will demonstrate he can use several transition words to link paragraphs and ideas within paragraphs.  

Content Objectives:
1.) The student will be able to explain various reasons why the Native Americans did not want a transcontinental railroad to be built.

2.) The student will be able to explain various reasons why the white people decided they needed the railroad to be built.  

Standards:

	Grade Level Expectations
	WIDA Standards

	1.5 Writing Dimensions

(W5 1)

Students are using prewriting, drafting, revising, editing, and critiquing to produce final drafts of written products.

5.8 Structures 

(W4 4)

Students demonstrate command of the structures of the English language by using varied sentence length and structure to enhance meaning and by using the paragraph form: indenting, main idea, and supporting details.

Standard 1.11 Persuasive Writing

(W5: 16)

In persuasive writing, students present and coherently support judgments or solutions by providing appropriate facts and details and by addressing the reader’s potential concerns or counter arguments.   


	Standard 1:  English Language Learners communicate in English for Social and Instructional Purposes within the school setting.

Writing:

Level 5:  Compose using a variety of sentence lengths and levels of complexity with clear meaning

Standard 2:  English language learners communicate information, ideas, and concepts necessary for academic success in the content area of language arts. 

Writing:

Level 5:  Edit and revise own writing to produce final drafts.




Assessment Summary of unit Objectives:

· Student will be assessed on his ability to create a web using Inspiration software

· Student will be assessed on his ability to write a persuasive essay that includes information gathered from research.

· Student’s ability to use conjunctions appropriately will be assessed.

· Student’s ability to use transition words and phrases will be assessed.

· Student’s final draft of writing will be assessed for quality of writing as well as content.

Lesson Plan #1

Lesson Objectives: 
1.) By using information learned previously in social studies class, as well as information gathered from reference books, the student will brainstorm orally with the teacher various reasons the Native Americans did not want the Transcontinental Railroad to be built.

2.) By using information learned previously in social studies class, as well as information gathered from reference books, the student will brainstorm orally with the teacher various reasons the White Americans believed constructing the Transcontinental Railroad was a good idea.

3.) The student will create a web that identifies at least 2 main ideas and several supporting details for each main idea using a pre-existing template on Inspiration software.  

Materials:

1.) One large piece of paper and markers

2.) Computer with Inspiration Software

Lesson Activities:

	Activities
	Objective 

	The teacher will begin by talking with the student about the piece of writing they will be working on over the next few weeks.  The student has already been introduced to the assignment in the regular classroom, so he has some idea of what he will be expected to do.  The two will discuss the important aspects of a persuasive piece of writing so the student has an idea of what the final piece of writing will look like.
	

	The teacher will ask the student to think back to all he has learned about the Transcontinental Railroad in Social Studies.  She will ask him:  “Who did not want the railroad to be built?”  Then, as the student responds, she will create a T-Chart on the large piece of paper.  She will label the right side “Native Americans’ View.”   Afterwards she will ask the student:  “Why didn’t they want the railroad to be built?”  Then together they will make a list of the reasons on the T-chart.  After the student has exhausted his own ideas, they will look up additional ideas in a reference book that the teacher provides. 
	 Objective 1

	The teacher will then repeat the process described above, but will vary her questioning to reflect the other side of the issue:  The White American’s View
	Objective 2

	The teacher will then explain to the student that they are going to transfer some of this information into a web format using Inspiration Software.  The student is familiar with the software program, so much of this can be done independently.  However, the teacher will provide the template to ensure the two main ideas are apparent in his web.  
	Objective 3 


Assessment/Evaluation 

The teacher will know the student mastered these objectives if the ideas written on the T-chart are relative and if the web created in Inspiration reflects most of the ideas on the T-chart.   
Lesson Plan #2

Lesson Objectives: 
1.) The student will write the first draft of his essay using the information from his Inspiration web.

2.) The student will write a rough draft that includes 4 paragraphs: 1.) introduction, 2.) body paragraph reflecting the viewpoint of the Native Americans, 3.) body paragraph reflecting the viewpoint of the white people, and 3.) a conclusion. 

Materials:

1.) A printout of the students Inspiration web

2.) Paper and pencil

3.) Model web created by teacher

4.) Several different colored markers

Lesson Activities:

	Activities
	Objective 

	Teacher begins by sharing her own Inspiration web on a similar topic.  She and the student read over the information together.  Afterwards, the teacher states that this essay needs 4 paragraphs.  She thinks aloud…”Hmm…I wonder how I can get 4 paragraphs out of this.”  She then models how she would divide the information in the web by thinking aloud again.  She might say “Hmm…all of these bubbles are about the same idea.  I think I am going to put all this information into the same paragraph.  In order to remember this I am going to draw a big red circle around this entire group of bubbles.”  Then she would repeat similar steps until she had drawn a circle around all the different categories. 
	Objective 2

	The teacher will then continue to think aloud.  “Hmm…I have a lot of information for my two body paragraphs, but I don’t think I know what to put in my introduction or my conclusion.”  Then she will brainstorm some ideas and write them on the side of her web.
	Objective 2

	The teacher and student will look at the student’s web together in order to review the information that is there.  The teacher will ask the student how he is going to decide which information goes into which paragraph.  The student will have the markers to draw big circles around the information, but before he does so he will explain his reasoning to the teacher.  Afterwards, they will write ideas to include in the introduction and conclusion on the side of the student’s web.  
	Objective 2

	After all of this has been completed, the student will work on his rough draft independently. 
	Objectives 1 & 2


Assessment/Evaluation

The teacher will know the student mastered these objectives if student’s rough draft reflects most of the information in the web, and has 4 appropriately divided paragraphs.

Lesson Plan #3
Lesson Objectives: 
1.) The student will demonstrate he can use the conjunctions for, and, nor, but, or, yet, & so correctly when writing sentences.

2.) The student will correctly place the comma in a sentence with a conjunction.

3.) The student will revise the first draft of his writing by writing sentences that use conjunctions.

Materials:

1.) Handout on the FAN BOYS that has a drawing and examples of the conjunctions

2.) Small white board and markers

3.) Student’s first draft of his essay

Lesson Activities:

	Activities
	Objective 

	Teacher begins by introducing the student to a drawing of the FAN BOYS.  It basically is a drawing of seven boys.  Each boy has a different word on his shirt:  for, and, nor, but, or, yet, so. The teacher explains that these boys are here to help us write more sophisticated sentences.   The teacher explains that the student probably already knows a lot of these boys, because he most likely reads sentences that have these words in it all the time.  The teacher then shows many examples of sentences that use the FAN BOYS.  They will then discuss any words that the student is not familiar with.
	Objective 1

	After becoming familiar with the FAN BOYS, the teacher will explain the rules.  1.)  The FAN BOYS must connect two simple complete sentences. 2.)  There is a comma before all FAN BOYS.
	Objective 2

	The teacher will write two simple sentences on the white board and ask the student how they can be connected with one of the FAN BOYS.  The student will then write the new compound sentence below.  The teacher will check that the student used an appropriate word and a comma. This will be repeated several times until the student has had sufficient practice with all of the conjunctions.
	Objectives 1 & 2

	The teacher will give the student the white board and marker.  She will then ask the student to write various sentences requiring the use of a FAN BOY.  For example, she may say, write a compound sentence that uses the word so.  Or, write a sentence that uses the word but.  This will not only allow the teacher to assess whether or not the student understands how to use the FAN BOYS, but could also stimulate a very important discussion. Most of the FAN BOYS can be used in other ways other than conjunctions, so if the student wrote “I am so happy that I got a new puppy”  the two could have a conversation about the difference between so when it is a FAN BOYS and so when it serves a different purpose. 
	Objectives 1 & 2

	The teacher will then refer to the student’s first draft of writing.  She will choose two simple sentences and write them on the white board.  The student will then connect them with an appropriate FAN BOYS.  Afterwards, the teacher will ask the student to do the same thing at least 3 more times by himself using his first draft.  When he is finished they will read the revised version together.
	Objective 3


Assessment/Evaluation

The teacher will know the student mastered these objectives if the revised version of the draft reflects knowledge of the FAN BOYS and comma usages associated with them.

Lesson Plan #4
Objective:

1.) Student will further revise his rough draft by inserting at least 2 transition words or phrases appropriately per paragraph.  

Materials:

1.) Student’s revised draft of essay

2.) Teacher’s model rough draft

3.) Colored pencils

4.) List of useful transition words and phrases

Lesson Activities:

	Activities
	Objective 

	Teacher begins explaining that today the student is going to make his essay even better than it is right now.  She explains that the objective for the day is to make the paragraphs flow better.  At this point, she shows the student a list of very useful words to add to the beginning of sentences that make the sentence flow better.  The list includes words such as:  First, To begin with, Although, In addition to, Last, Even though, However, As you can see.  The teacher and student discuss what these words do.  Some add on to an idea, and others contrast an idea.  Others are just good words to use to introduce a new idea or to conclude.  Each word on the chart is labeled according to what it does.
	Objective 1

	The teacher shows the student her own rough draft and tells him that they will begin by revising the teacher’s work.  The idea is to add a phrase at the beginning of paragraphs 2, 3, and 4.  They will also try to add at least 1 phrase in the middle of each of these paragraphs as well.  They do this together.  The teacher asks “Which phrase would be good to start out the second paragraph with?  Why do you think so?”  Then they continue like this until they get to the end of the essay.
	Objective 1

	The teacher asks the student to take a look at his rough draft.  They revise the second paragraph together, using colored pencils to add in the transition phrases.
	Objective 1

	The student adds transition words to paragraphs 3 and 4 independently, using a different color pencil for each paragraph. Each paragraph has to have two new transition words added to it. 
	Objective 1


Assessment/Evaluation

The teacher will assess the revised version of the essay by looking for 2 appropriate transitions words or phrases in paragraphs 2, 3 and 4.  

