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For this project we combined a number of little things based on the needs of the population with whom we worked.  Since Sky did her practicum at the Barre City Elementary and Middle School, we chose to work mainly with the families of the Meskhetian Turk students who came in January of this year.

According to the translator who works in the elementary, middle, and high schools, the families were in need of household goods and clothing.  We began by soliciting donations from families of students in our school.  We both work at the Warren School, which has a weekly bulletin for families, so we wrote up a request for any items they do not need anymore.  We gave a deadline for donations, and have received carloads of stuff.  We connected with a retired woman in the Barre area who has been coordinating donations and making sure each family gets what they need. 

We also attended a gathering for all of the Meskhetian Turk families in the area, since many were relocated to Waterbury as well.  It was a lively event with tons of food, henna, dancing, and Turkish music from some musicians from Massachusetts.  There were well over a hundred people there, maybe even close to two hundred.  We enjoyed tasting some of the traditional Turkish foods, hearing their music, witnessing a mock traditional wedding ceremony, and getting our hands dyed with henna.  Although it was challenging to communicate with many of the parents, there were lots of smiles and laughs, and even some picture taking.

The main part of our project involved taking digital photos of things in the laundry mat and the grocery store, as the translator communicated to us that many of the parents do not know the options such as hot and cold water cycles for laundry, and many of the kinds of meats and produce in the supermarkets.  We made a book of the different items with labels in English.  The translator helped us with the Turkish words, but we left the book with only English so that copies can be made and used in the future with other families who may speak different languages.

This month, we will meet up with some of the family members and go on a “field trip” to their local market and laundry mat to go over the book and to try to answer any questions they have about shopping and finding food items that they want and/or need.  We know that a couple of the families have the Internet at home, and we  hope to show those who do how to use a free online translator, so that they can look up words on their own.

Finally, through the translator, Sky found out that some of the high school students are looking for summer employment such as raking, mowing, and stacking wood.  Sky called the Times Argus to see if they would be willing to run a free ad for these students’ services.  Unfortunately, they said they do not do that sort of thing.  But Sky heard from another teacher that The World, in the Barre area might be willing to run an ad.  So she will call them this week.

