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History
· Bosnia was part of the Roman province of Illyria and by the seventh century was settled by Slavs, and by the tenth century became in independent state.
· Bosnia was conquered by the Ottoman Turks in 1463 and was under Ottoman rule for more than 400 years.  

· By the 19th century the growing dissatisfaction with the Ottoman rule led to instability and by the end of the Russo-Turkish War (1877-1878) Austria occupied Bosnia.

· The Austro-Hungarian government formally annexed Bosnia-Herzegovina in 1908.

· In 1914, a Bosnian Serb assassinated the heir to the Austro-Hungarian throne and thus began World War (WW) I (1914-1918).

· At the end of WW I, Bosnia was incorporated within the Kingdom of Yugoslavia. 
· Yugoslavia was invaded by Germany in 1941.  Germany was eventually defeated.  By the end of WW II, Yugoslavia was ruled by Yugoslav communist dictator Tito until his death in 1980.
· The Yugoslav war began in 1991.  
· Bosnia and Herzegovina declared its independence form Yugoslavia in 1992.  The Bosnian War began 1992 when the Yugoslav National Army, led by Slobodan Milosevic, attacked Sarajevo.
· The Bosnian War aimed to eradicate and remove non-Serbs from Bosnia in order to achieve political union with Serbia.  

· The Dayton Peace Agreement was signed in 1995.  More than one million Bosnians remained displaced within the borders of the republic.  At least one million more were living as refugees in 25 other countries.
· The most recent large group of Bosnians to immigrate to the United States took place in the early 1990s, seeking refuge from the Bosnian War.   
Relevant Cultural Information

· Location: Generally referred to as Bosnia, the country is officially known as the Federation of Bosnia and Herzegovina.  The country is divided geographically into a northern region of Bosnia and a southern region of Herzegovina.  It is located in the Balkan Peninsula in Eastern Europe.  It is bordered by Croatia (to the north and west), Serbia (to the east), Montenegro (to the south), and the Adriatic Sea.
· Language: The official language is Serbo-Croatian, also commonly referred to as Bosnian.  The language goes by different names because of the country’s ethnic diversity and historical rivalries.  Serbo-Croatian is written in the Latin or the Cyrillic alphabet.  
· Ethnic Majorities: Prior to the civil war of 1992, the population was approximately 44% Muslim, 31% Serbian, and 17% Croatian.

· Religion: mixture of religious beliefs that include Christian, Eastern Orthodox (primarily Serbs), Muslim, and Roman Catholic
· Food: Muslims do not eat pork or lard.  Common foods include mixtures of meat dishes (kabobs), filled pastries or pitas (‘burek’), and stew (‘bosanski lonac’).

· Family Life: The present-day focus is on the nuclear family; however, it is also not uncommon for families to live with extended family members as well.  Many Bosnian women refugees have become single parents, having lost their spouse during the war.  These women may not have marketable skills or entrepreneurial experience as they were financially dependent on their spouses before the war. 
· Education: The literacy rate of Bosnia prior to the civil war of 1992 was 92%.  In the former state system, education was compulsory through the eighth grade for all children.

· Art and Music: The arts were highly developed representing and the three major ethnic groups contributed greatly to Bosnian music, dance, literature, and poetry.

Information and Advice for Teachers

· Bosnians may have trouble pronouncing the “th” and “w” sounds in English.
· Bosnians may find some English verbs hard to understand as well as the use of auxiliary verbs, such as “be” and “do” (especially when used in questions, where the auxiliary verb comes before the subject).  Other challenges include the understanding and use of prepositions of location, motion, and agency (ex. in, on, to, at, by, with, from).
· Bosnian family names usually end in “ic,” which means “child of.”  Women’s names generally end in “a” and “ica” (pronounced EET-sa).  Family names are often an indication of ethnicity.  For example, Sulemanagic (Muslim name) Hadj or Bey (Islamic or Turkish roots).
· In the former state system, almost all elementary school teachers were women.

· Families may still struggle from the emotional turmoil of the Bosnian War and this may affect ability of parents to understand the American struggles of their children.
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