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Systematic English 
Language Development 

Accommodated (“Sheltered”) 
Content Instruction for 5-7 
Years of Language Learning 

• grade level, standards-based 
• cognitively demanding 
• differentiated for English 

proficiency & cultural diversity 
• teacher trained in sheltered 

instruction  

 
1 year 

 
 
 
 
 
 
3 years 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
5-7years 

 
 

Academic 
English 

IMMERSION MODEL 

• Steady growth in content knowledge 
• On par with peers 
• Equitable access to full curriculum 

throughout the language acquisition 
period 

 

Insufficient English 
Language Development 
Program 

Mainstream Content Instruction 
No Accommodations or 

Inappropriate Accommodations 
to Content Instruction 

• School-induced learning problems 
• “Looks fine” in early grades, but 

begins downhill slide after 3rd 
grade 

• “Swiss cheese” in foundational 
content knowledge 

• Denied meaningful access to full 
curriculum  

• Chance of college entry diminished 
• High drop-out rate 

ELL 
BEST PRACTICE 


