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This course provides a topic-based approach to literary studies. It 
aims to make students more aware of their aesthetic experience 
through extensive reading of primary texts, discussion of 
interpretive strategies, and writing about the process of paying 
attention to literature and life.   
 

Broadly, we might think of the 200-
level courses as helping students 
understand that there are traditions 
and canons, bodies of work that 
connect. We want them to know 
that literature is not a random 
constellation of "books" but a web 
or network of writers and works 
and readers, spread over place 
and time--collections that can be 
grouped/recognized/catalogued in 
any number of ways. These 
courses gently formalize the 
introductory analytic work of 110 
by exposing students to basic 
methodological questions and 
approaches that animate the field. 
200-level courses will invite 
increased self-consciousness 
about literary form, the functions of 
criticism, and experiences of 
reading and interpretation. 
 
 

By emphasizing the idea of 
literary histories, courses in this 
category recognize that texts 
don't exist in isolation and that 
texts and authors do engage one 
another and shape our broader 
cultural discourses. Courses in 
this category concern the 
emergence or development of a 
specific literary tradition or 
problem and/or its transformation 
across multiple historical periods. 
 

Courses in this category are less concerned with bodies of knowledge 
and more engaged with the act of reading and its attendant pleasures. 
These courses will introduce basic critical frameworks for analyzing 
texts and offer students ample opportunities to hone interpretative 
practices and advance their writing skills. 
 

These courses theorize authorship as they introduce 
students to individual writers and their work. What is 
meant by the term “authorial intent,” how might we identify 
it, and what are the pleasures/pitfalls of attempting to do 
so?  
 
 These courses are interested in the reception of texts. To 
what extent and in what ways do readers determine the 
meanings and legacies of literature? 
 
These courses consider the elements of literary forms 
(plot, character, voice, perspective) as well as their 
different functions (aesthetic, social, cognitive). How do 
texts communicate their concerns, and are they ever 
unruly? 
 
These courses are interested in the worlds that surround 
texts, both inside and outside the narrative. How do texts 
speak within and help fashion various publics?  
 


