

Dear Cooperating Teacher: 

My name is [Name], and I am a junior at Saint Michael’s College, studying English and secondary education with a minor in chemistry. I am seeking licensure endorsements in both middle grades English and Science, and I am writing to apply to student teach in your classroom. My education and prior experience working with kids makes me very qualified to be a future educator, and I am excited to take this next step.

During the summer of 202x, I had the pleasure of being a camp counselor and designing the curriculum for STEAM Girls Camp in Middlebury, Vermont. I was tasked to create a curriculum that incorporated elements of Science, Technology, Engineering, Arts, and Math into a fun summer camp structure. While this was a challenging endeavor, it was an incredibly rewarding one as I am passionate about incorporating the Arts into STEM education. By creating different STEAM activities and implementing them with campers, I learned how to successfully manage a room filled with children, as well as the importance of adapting activities to the individual needs of a child. 

Though I was only involved with STEAM Girls for one summer, I believe this experience helped shape me into the educator I am today. As a student pursuing an endorsement in both Science and English, creating and implementing an interdisciplinary program for the camp allowed me to challenge myself. I was able to experience the joys and obstacles of implementing that program with campers, as well as hone the skills that I will use daily in a classroom. My involvement with the STEAM Girls Camp was an incredibly valuable experience that I will continue to draw upon throughout my career as an educator. 

The education courses at Saint Michael’s College have taught me concrete strategies to aid me in creating interdisciplinary coursework, adapt content to the needs of individual students, and create a classroom culture that is centered around students. I have had the opportunity to apply these in the classroom through my school placement at Williston Central School. Additionally, I have been able to continue working with children by instituting a STEAM-based after school program through my local library. 

Throughout my classroom experiences, both at Saint Michael’s College and in my placements, I have established my own teaching philosophy. This philosophy is based around building an inclusive community-based classroom that prioritizes individualized instruction and focusing on each student as an individual. This philosophy reflects the Saint Michael’s College Education Department Mission Statement in the sense that Saint Michael’s College strives to produce educators that foster individual curiosity and creativity in the classroom. This is important to me because I believe that each student should have the opportunity to pursue their interests and passions while in school. It is my goal to foster a learning environment where students feel free to create learning opportunities formed by their passions, thus allowing my students to take ownership of their own education and learning both in and outside of the classroom.  I am thrilled for the opportunity to learn how to better apply these ideas in a middle school classroom.

Thank you for your consideration. 

Sincerely, 



